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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass LSS for the
I nten A fWeek

As meaning deteriorates in the modern world, as our value systems and institu-
tions crumble, all of us become increasingly aware that there is this eerily fa-
miliar awakening and beckoning figure that we’ve all known all of our lives,
within us and around us. And for me, it’s very exciting. The reason I wear a
cross is because Christianity and, in particular, the figure of Christ, are, it
seems to me, inevitably becoming more important as I become more familiar
with suffering, purpose, self, and not-self. Like many desperate people, I need
spirituality. I need God, or I cannot cope in this world. I need to believe in the
best in people. I didn’t have enough self-discipline to resist the allure of star-
dom; I fell face-first into the glitter, and I’m only just pulling myself out now.

- Russell Brand, English Actor and Podcaster

On this fourth Sunday of Lent, the gospel reading presents us with the classic
parable of the Prodigal Son. The familiar narrative of restlessness, rebellion,
reckless squandering, rock-bottoming, repentance and return is offered as an
insightful echo into our own resistant hearts and as the ideal story line of conver-
sion for those whom we hope would accept faith in Christ. The life of the now
48 year old Russel Brand fits the profile of the wayward lost soul who appears to
have undergone a dramatic change from his former habits of decadence
and profligacy. Details of his early childhood are typical of one who grew up
with family breakdown; his exposure to promiscuity and substance abuse was as
if encouraged by way of personal escape. His acting career was launched based
on his capacity for outrageous behaviour. His reputation for scandal, depravity,
misconduct and addiction has been publicly chronicled. His baptism, May 2024,
in the Thames river in London offers a great sign of hope. His desire to combat
his monstrous compulsions is being remedied through the prayer, especially of
the Rosary. While he has not yet embraced the fullness of the Christian faith
through reception into the Catholic Church, like any of the sinners the Church
seeks to reconcile to herself in the Lenten season, prayers and pastoral care want-
ing his sobriety, safety, and sanctity are what this Sunday’s para-
ble best signifies.

MON, MAR 31 | For the health & intentions of Lito &
9:15 am Dona Olindan
7:00 pm
TUES, APR | Costanzo Grelle 1;
7:00 pm Bokpri Zachane de Wagerson Kouamel
WED, APR 2
9:15 am
7:00 pm
THUR, APR 3 . . )
7:00 pm In thanksgiving - Adin Rodricks
Donald Edward Ceveind T;
FRI, APR 4 Jospeh Lawrence McBain T;
9:15 am In thanksgiving for the birthday of
Joshua Go
7:00 pm Jospeh & Maria Pham t
SAT, APR 5 .
9:15 am All Souls in Purgatory
Guiseppe Cammalleri T;
5.00 PM In thanksgiving for the 45th anniversary
’ of Hazel & Oswald Colaso;
In thanksgiving - Honoridez family
SUN, APR 6 .
9:00 am Luisa Gomes 1
10:30 am Olga Medeiros 1; Venancio Perez
Juanito & John Elmer Go t;
12:30 pm In thanksgiving for the birthday of Gem-
ma & Godwin Whitby
8:00 pm For the People of the Parish
THIS WEEK AT SMDY
Monday, March 30th

10:00 am - Stiches from the heart
10:00 am - Rosary Apostolate
Tuesday, April 1st

1:00 pm - 55 Plus Club

6:00 pm - Legion of Mary - English
7:30 pm - TMIY

7:30 pm - RCIA

Wednesday, April 2nd

7:00 pm - Confirmation Class
7:30 pm - 9am Choir practice
Thursday, April 3rd

Friday, April 4th

Saturday, April 5th

10:00 am - Confirmation Class

3:30 pm - Children’s Choir practice
6:15 pm - Bible Study

Sunday, April 6th

8:00 am - Legion of Mary - Vietnamese

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
The Sunday readings in Lent have been showing us
the high points of salvation history—God’s covenant
with creation in the time of Noah; His promises to (f
Abraham; the law He gave to Israel at Sinai.
In today’s First Reading, we hear of the destruction
of the kingdom established by God’s final Old Testament cove-
nant—the covenant with David.
His chosen people abandoned the law He gave them. For their sins,
the temple was destroyed, and they were exiled in Babylon. We
hear their sorrow and repentance in the exile lament we sing as to-
day’s Psalm.
But we also hear how God, in His mercy, gathered them back, even
anointing a pagan king to shepherd them and rebuild the temple.
God is rich in mercy, as today’s Epistle teaches. He promised that
David’s kingdom would last forever, that David’s son would be
His Son and rule all nations. In Jesus, God keeps that promise
Moses lifted up the serpent as a sign of salvation. Now Jesus is lift-
ed up on the Cross, to draw all people to Himself.
Those who refuse to believe in this sign of the Father’s love con-
demn themselves—as the Israelites in their infidelity brought judg-
ment upon themselves.
But God did not leave Israel in exile, and He does not want to leave
any of us dead in our transgressions. We are God’s handiwork,
saved to live as His people in the light of His truth.
Midway through this season of repentance, let us again behold the
Pierced One and rededicate ourselves to living the “good works”

that God has prepared us for. Fr. Roger

From the
Pastor’s
desk
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SUNDAY, MARCH 30TH, 2025

THIS WEEKEND IS SHARELIFE SUNDAY
ShareLife Sunday marks the first collection for our parish’s annual
campaign. But ShareLife is more than a parish collection. It is how
we, as Catholics in the Archdiocese of Toronto, bring the hands of
Christ to those in need. From children to seniors, and everyone in be-
tween, more than 40 ShareLife agencies are there each step of the way.
Please give at the parish using a ShareLife envelope, online through our parish
website, or at sharelife.org/donate.
Our parish goal this year is $62,000. Please give at the parish using a ShareLife
envelope, online through our parish website, or at sharelife.org/donate.

S

Sharelife

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION

First Friday Adoration, is a Eucharistic adoration held the first Friday of every
month in the church. It begins with 9:15 AM Mass and is followed by Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament for the remainder of the day. Adoration concludes at
7:00pm followed by Mass.

WHAT FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION PARTICIPANTS DO: Come any time
during the adoration hours (approximately 10:00 AM to 6:30 PM) to spend
some quiet, prayerful time with Jesus. Adoration participants commit to specif-
ic time (There will be a sign-up sheet in the office). These "Guardians of the
Eucharist" ensure that the Blessed Sacrament is never left alone.

FIRST FRIDAY - HOLY HOUR
Please join us in this holy hour of prayers during the Eucharistic adoration on
First Fridays of every month. We start with the 3 O’clock Prayer and the Divine
Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm. Then, we continue with Prayers of Adoration,
Thanksgiving, Reparation, and Intercession. We also pray the Eucharistic Ro-
sary and the Litany of the Blessed Sacrament. We end the hour with a hymn of
praise and adoration at 4:00pm. All are welcome.

MEET & GREET
The next Meet & Greet is on Sunday March 30 after the 9 am, 10:30 am and
12:30 pm masses hosted by The Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Please come to
enjoy coffee and snacks and get to know your fellow parishioners. Also, hear
about how SSVP is helping to serve the poor in our community.

MARRIAGE PREP COURSE
The Spring Session dates for the Marriage Preparation Course have now been
set. The Course will be held for four consecutive Saturday’s May 31st, June 7th,
14th & 21st from 12:00pm - 5pm. $250.00 per couple. To sign up, please con-
tact the parish office.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one and require support, please contact the
Bereavement Ministry by email at Bereavement.smdy@gmail.com

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a charitable Catholic organization, active
throughout Canada. The work of the society is to assist those in need who live within
our parish boundary. If you are in need of assistance please contact the St. Margue-
rite d’Youville Conference directly at 647-642-4906 or email: vincentdepauls-

mdy@gmail.com

SERRA’S VOCATION SEEDS
Like the forgiving father of Luke's Gospel, God welcomes us home in spite of
our sinfulness, and calls us to a life of holiness. Where are you at home? Are you
being called to a life as an ordained or a consecrated person? If God is calling
you, to be a priest, religious or deacon, contact Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director
of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto at 416-968-0997.

If you are interested in volunteering at the parish, please
email Linda at LYeh@archtoronto.org with the follow-
ing information:

1.Your first and last name, phone number and email address.
\{ 2.Are you an Adult (18+) or Minor (under 18)

’ 3.Which ministry you are interested in.

Volunteers
Needed!

Weekday Morning Mass (Monday, Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday) Remains at 9:15 am.
Mass Every Weekday Evening
(Monday - Friday) at 7:00 pm.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
will be held each Friday; honouring the Lenten
tradition of meditating on our Lord's Passion.
The Mass will begin at 7pm followed by
the Stations of the Cross.

Lenten Mission
April 8th, 9th & 11th at the 7pm Mass

Confessions
Tuesday, April 8th: 5-7pm
Wednesday, April 9th: 9:45am-12 & 5-7pm
Friday, April 11™ 5-7pm

Palm Sunday, April 12/13th
Saturday, April 12th - 5:00pm
Sunday, April 13%:9:00 am; 10:30 am;
12:30 pm; 8:00 pm

Holy Thursday, April 17th
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8:00 pm
Procession of Blessed Sacrament to Altar of Repose
with Adoration of Blessed Sacrament until Midnight

Good Friday, April 18th
10:00 am - Passion of our Lord
12:00 noon - Passion of our Lord
3:00 pm - Passion of our Lord
5:00 pm - Divine Mercy Prayer/Novena
7:00 pm - The Way of the Cross — Taizé

Saturday, April 19th
4:00 pm - Divine Mercy Prayer/Novena
8:00 pm - Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, April 20th
9:00 am; 10:30 am; 12:30 pm; 8:00 pm
6:00 pm - Divine Mercy Prayer/Novena

Divine Mercy Novena — April 21st - 27th
at 6pm followed by Mass

Sunday, April 27th
Divine Mercy Sunday Anointing - 3pm
Afro-Caribbean Mass - Spm

CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING
Liturgical Publications will be setting up the advertise-
ments for our church bulletin. The advertising will
begin in May 2025 & supports the bulletin service.
Please support the bulletin and advertise your product
or service. Call Liturgical Publications at 905-624-
4422.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
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FLOWER SHOP

2460 Queen St E
905.791.0692

www.imperialflowershop.com

N\
SPRINGDALE
a4 .

630 Peter Robertson Blvd,
Unit 11

905-487-0161

ROADTO
RECOVERY

Auto Injury « Slip & Fall Claims
Rehabilitation « Lawyers
Attendant Care Services

647-476-0239 RoadToRecoverylnc.com

WARD

FUNERAL HOMES

OO vYears

BRAMPTON
52 Main St South

L/VRTH PARK

FAMILY DENTAL CARE

9886 Torbram Rd, #101
905-789-8116

?IVERSTONE

DENTAL CARE

5 Cherrycrest Dr, #5
905-913-8100

We accept CDCP!
(Canadian Dental Care Plan)
NEW PATIENTS are WELCOME!

www.drcrisol.com

A lifetime of smiles
begins with us

905-451-2124

WOODBRIDGE
4671 Highway #7
905-851-9100

wardfuneralhome.com

PROFESSIONAL HOME CLEANING

s

Experienced
CLEANING LADY
Please call

Dolores
at 416-409-0199

Central Park

House, Condo & Apartments Home Renovations |IROEE S o2
Windows « Ovens « Refrigerators d inath . O
Sandy Swaminathan & A|teratlonS
Deep Cleaning or Scheduled PIANO LESSONS Repairs
: Diploma Qualified Lady Teacher .
Call Danuta for a Free Estimate Airport / Braydon Bivd. 416-625-1618 Shirts from $2.99
905-781-1737 Sandy 905-790-8321 2 Pc. Suit from $13.99
Fek EVERYTHING REAL ESTATE Pa“ft &Jeag ;'gems
My L CALR( Buying — Selling — Investing rom 38.
Resale & Pre-Construction . f B
Home Health Care Products Jeffrey Fasoyiro Welcomes St. Mar 9”‘3’"‘*0 VYouville
Hospital Beds * Walkers * Wheelchairs BROKER Parishioners
Compression Stockings & more 6472420611 980 Central Park Dr.
Sandalwood Care Pharmacy 10510 Torbram Rd 905-791-6080 jefasoyiro@hotmail.com North Gate Plaza

Father Tobin Pharmacy 105 Father Tobin Rd 905-793-3510
www.mylocalrx.ca

circle

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

DONATION MADE TO CHURCH FOR
EVERY SALE FROM THIS AD

905-793-1093

®>

DR. RICK THOMPSON
DR. GREG THOMPSON
Developmental, Rehabilitative & General Optometry
470 Chrysler Dr., Unit 3, Brampton
905-793-2020 familyoptometry.ca

Buy | Sell | Lease | Invest
Pre-construction | First Home Buyer
Real Estate Investments

Z

Call 905-624-4422 for this space

Why postpone your dreams?

Dennis L. Kappen, P.Eng.
REALTOR®

647-885-4930

www.kappen.ca
dennlskappenrealty@gmall com
bt

le HOMELIFE/MIRACLE
REALTY LTD. BROKERAGE

ted | Office 416-747-9777

A donation will be made to th church from every sale

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINEss!
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VANTAGE LAW

Notary Public
Real Estate Law

LAW OFFICE OF
FARZANA TABASSUM

FARZANA TABASSUM Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Serving the Legal needs of our Community in the GTA

10 Gillingham Dr., Suite #109B 905-453-1999
www.farzanalaw.ca farzana@farzanalaw.ca

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

M. Alessandra
B. Ocampo
B.A.,J.D.(Hons)
905-851-9777
info@vantage-law.ca
www.vantage-law.ca
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Assumption Catholic Cemetery
& Funeral Home 905-670-8801

Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery
& Funeral Home 905-851-5822

GRANDVIEW

Custom Cabinetry

CABINETRY FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND MORE
416-526-2637 grandviewcustomcabinetry.com
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