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Father, You revealed Your Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star. Lead us to
Your Glory in Heaven by the Light of Faith.
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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Mass LSS for the
I nten A fWeek

After midnight, a group of armed Muslim rioters stormed the monastery.
Terrified, the Christians tried to flee or hide. The assassins who found
Francis told him: “The Governor, Sheikh Abdallah, sent us to save you,
your brothers, your families, and all who depend on you, provided you
renounce your faith and convert to Islam.” Francis courageously replied:
“Sheikh Abdallah can take the money I lent him; he can also take my life,
but no one can make me renounce my faith. I am a Maronite Christian,
and I will die in the faith of Christ. As our Lord Jesus commanded, we do
not fear those who can kill the body.”
account of the martyrdom of the Massabki brothers:
Francis, Abde-el Mooti, Rouphaél,
An essential story within the season of Christmas is the legendary star-
led pilgrimage of the magi and their homage to the newbomn
King. Their deeply-rooted Messianic hopes inspired them to offer their most
lucrative of gifts to the One who would was long-prophesied to usher in a
redemption that the world and all its wealth could never fulfill. In the cited
quote, the testimony of 3 other wise men illustrate the far reaching impact of
what the Infant Redeemer grants to those seeking his heavenly truth. In the
year 1860, in the city of Damascus, a Franciscan monastery was attacked by
Islamic militants. The community of priests and monks, seven Spaniards and
one Austrian, also engaged the contribution of lay people. The 3 Massabki
brothers, (Francis — a father of 7 and a successful merchant, Abde-el Mooti
— a school teacher and father of 5, and the youngest brother, Rouphaél -
unmarried and serving as sacristan) were of the Maronite rite — Eastern Rite
Catholics with their 4th century roots in their founder hermit, St. Maron of
Lebanon. As indicated by the quoted testimony, the brothers refused to re-
nounce their faith and apostatize. These noble magi were all recently canon-
ized, October 20, 2024. In the devastated region of Syria/Lebanon, source for
nightly updates of combatant and civilian casualties resulting from an ongo-
ing war of which no one is absolute sure who is most culpable
and who the aggressor, the heroic and eternal witness of these martyrs re-
minds us all of the importance of a Saviour born for us, to convert hardened
hearts, and to lead us to peace.

MON, JAN 6
9:15 am
TUES, JAN 7 Richard D’Souza 1;
7:00 pm Alphonso Nguyen t
WED, JaN 8 Valentina & Bernardo Lacaba Sr.
9:15 am
THUR, JAN 9 o
7:00 pm Lorenza Ferriggi t
FRI, JAN 10 Amado & Armando Lacaba Sr.
9:15 am
SAT, JaN 11 For the intentions of Helen Grima
9:15 am
5:00 PM Maria De Lourdes Ramalho
SUN, JAN 12 Manuel Paul 1;
9:00 am Agnes Gomes T
Olga Medeiros 1;
10:30 am For the birthday of Agnes Gomes &
Maria Angelica D’Souza
12:30 pm Juanito & John Elmer Go
8:00 pm For the People of the Parish
THIS WEEK AT SMDY
Monday, January 6th

10:00 am - Stiches from the heart

Tuesday, January 7th

1:00 pm - 55 Plus Club

6:00 pm - Legion of Mary - Senior
7:30 pm - TMIY

7:30 pm - RCIA

Wednesday, January 8th
7:00 pm - Confirmation Class
7:30 pm - 9am Choir practice

Thursday, January 9th
7:30 pm - 1030am Choir practice

Friday, January 10th

Saturday, January 11th

10:00 am - Confirmation Class

3:30 pm - Children’s Choir practice
5:00 pm - Vietnamese Legion of Mary
6:15 pm - Bible Study

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
We have rolled surreptitiously into the New Year
without too much fuss and bother; what lies before
us we are not quite sure. The unfolding of a new
year is probably ninety percent imagination, since
very little actually changes. But imagination has its
value as well. It is a place where we dream and
scheme.
It was a dream that propelled the wise men to visit Jesus and it
was a dream that took them on a different path on their return
journey. As the cycle of a new year begins let us not return the
way we came. The familiar, while tried and true will not afford us
different vistas. It will not lift your spirit sufficiently.
We need to strike out along divergent ways. It is why we visit dis-
tinct places. Each new place stirs our soul and engages our spirit
differently. A new year can only be new if we boldly set out along
paths, allowing whim and fancy to seize our soul and carry us for
a bit. This is not only true in the cultural realm but in the spiritual
as well. Our God is the ultimate craftsman-“Behold I make all
things new” (Rev.21.5)
As the new year unfolds let him refresh your spirit so that the
mundane may become magnificent and the ordinary extraordi-

nary. Fr. Rager

From the
Pastor’s
desk
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH, 2025

JUBILEE YEAR 2025 - PILGRIMS OF HOPE
The Catholic Church worldwide will be celebrating a spe-
cial Jubilee Year in 2025. This has been a tradition dating
back to the year 1300 when Pope Boniface VIII announced
the first Jubilee, which is also referred to as a “Holy Year”.
The frequency has changed over time, with a Jubilee year
originally celebrated every 100 years, later every 50 years and, more re-
cently, every 25 years or at the request of the Holy Father.
The Jubilee Year includes many celebrations within the city of Rome and
also local initiatives in dioceses around the world. The theme of the 2025
Jubilee will be “Pilgrims of Hope”. In the words of Pope Francis: "We
must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, and help everyone to
gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open
spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision."
May this Holy Year provide a grace-filled opportunity to nurture the
seeds of faith for you and your loved ones, immersing ourselves as Pil-
grims of Hope into a year-long journey of prayer, witness and service
drawing on the example of Jesus, our Lord.

TAX DEADLINE
Our Tax deadline is December 31st, 2024, any donations
received after January 1st, 2025 will count towards your 2025
donations and will not be included in your 2024 tax receipt.
Thank you for your financial commitment to our parish.

2025 PARISH ENVELOPES
2025 boxes of Offertory Envelopes are available in the Nar-
thex . Please ensure you pick up your ewn box and that your :
name & address is correct so that when the T4 slips for income E(,)“,glrgl‘)%s
tax purposes are prepared, they will be sent with the correct
name & address. If your box is not there or you need to make any chang-
es, or you wish to begin using envelopes fill out an Envelope Request
Form and return it to the office. Reminder: DO NOT USE ENVE-
LOPES FROM PREVIOUS YEARS!

SERRA’S VOCATION SEEDS
“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.” God asks us to give our lives. What
treasures have been given to you to share with others in
Christ’s name? If you feel God is calling you to priesthood, religious life
or the deaconate, call Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director of Vocations,
Archdiocese of Toronto at 416-968-0997. Email: voca-
tions@archtoronto.org or www.vocationstoronto.ca

PRAYER INTENTIONS
We have a prayer binder in the chapel area where you can write your par-
ticular prayer intentions. Our morning prayer devotee’s will pray for
these intentions. You are welcome to join these prayer warriors Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8:15am.
“And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we
have obtained the requests made of him.” 1 John 5:15”

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one and require
support, please contact the Bereavement Ministry by
email at Bereavement.smdy@gmail.com

THE 55+ CLUB
The 55+ group meets weekly on Tuesdays from
1:00 pm - 4:00pm. For more information contact
Sandy at 905-791-7315 or email: sandyrob-
in22@gmail.com

STITCHES FROM THE HEART
Stitches from the Heart group meet Mondays after the
915am Mass. Everyone is welcome to join us whether
you knit or would like to learn. For further information
contact Mary at 905-915-8765. Any donation of yarn
would be greatly appreciated.

ROSARY APOSTOLATE
Would you like to pray, Mother Mary’s most favoura-
ble prayer, the Holy Rosary with the children at our
schools? The Rosary Apostolate is going back to in
person. JOIN US! Training and supplies will be pro-
vided. For more information leave a message for Paula
at the office.

LEGION OF MARY
The Legion of Mary, a world-wide apostolic organiza-
tion of Catholics, meets every Tuesday: Adults: 6pm
and Saturdays at Spm for the Vietnamese Legion. Our
Lady of Fatima statue will visit your home. For more
information, please leave message for Lina Go or An-
nette Fernando at the parish office.

PARISH BOOK STORE
The Parish bookstore is open on the first and third
weekend of every month after all Masses.
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Lin-
da at LYeh@archtoronto.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a charitable Catholic
organization, active throughout Canada. The work of the
society is to assist those in need who live within our parish
boundary. If you are in need of assistance please contact the
St. Marguerite d’Youville Conference directly at 647-642-

4906 or email: vincentdepaulsmdy@gmail.com

If you are interested in volunteering at the parish, please
email Linda at LYeh@archtoronto.org with the follow-
ing information:

1.Your first and last name, phone number and email address.
2.Are you an Adult (18+) or Minor (under 18)

3.Which ministry you are interested in.

Volunteers
Needed!

THANK YOU!

We would like to take this opportunity to send
our thanks and appreciation to ALL for their
participation in the Christmas and New Years
celebrations. Thank you to all our Altar
Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers,
Choirs, Lectors, Collection Counters, and all
who assisted in any way during this Christmas
season.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
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FLOWER SHOP

2460 Queen St E
905.791.0692

www.imperialflowershop.com

N\
SPRINGDALE
a4 .

630 Peter Robertson Blvd,
Unit 11

905-487-0161

ROADTO
RECOVERY

Auto Injury « Slip & Fall Claims
Rehabilitation « Lawyers
Attendant Care Services

647-476-0239 RoadToRecoverylnc.com

WARD

FUNERAL HOMES

OO vYears

BRAMPTON
52 Main St South

L/VRTH PARK

FAMILY DENTAL CARE

9886 Torbram Rd, #101
905-789-8116

?IVERSTONE

DENTAL CARE

5 Cherrycrest Dr, #5
905-913-8100

We accept CDCP!
(Canadian Dental Care Plan)

NEW PATIENTS are WELCOME!
www.drcrisol.com

A lifetime of smiles
begins with us

905-451-2124

WOODBRIDGE
4671 Highway #7
905-851-9100

wardfuneralhome.com

PROFESSIONAL HOME CLEANING

s

Experienced
CLEANING LADY
Please call

Dolores
at 416-409-0199

Central Park

House, Condo & Apartments Home Renovations |IROEE S o2
Windows « Ovens « Refrigerators d inath . O
Sandy Swaminathan & A|teratlonS
Deep Cleaning or Scheduled PIANO LESSONS Repairs
: Diploma Qualified Lady Teacher .
Call Danuta for a Free Estimate Airport / Braydon Bivd. 416-625-1618 Shirts from $2.99
905-781-1737 Sandy 905-790-8321 2 Pc. Suit from $12.99
Fek EVERYTHING REAL ESTATE £ Pa“ft &Je;‘g ;'gems
My L CALR( Buying | Selling | Leasing o rom >o.
Resale & Pre-Construction - I S M . D,Y .”
Home Health Care Products Jeffrey Fasoyiro . Welcomes St ,“’Que”te ouviile
Hospital Beds * Walkers * Wheelchairs REALTOR® Parishioners
Compression Stockings & more
Sandalwood Care Pharmacy 10510 Torbram Rd 905-791-6080 6472420611 . 9?‘10 cel:lgal Psll'k Dr.
Father Tobin Pharmacy 105 Father Tobin Rd 905-793-3510 Circ'e jefasoyiro@hotmail.com orth Gate Plaza
veww.mylocalrx.ca CITCI© onsion waoe o crarc ror 905-793-1093
Buy | Sell | L I
SN Pre-conetuegon | et Home Buyer N BRAMPTON
Real Estate Investments — CREMATORIUM
¥/ & VISITATION CENTRE

DR. RICK THOMPSON
DR. GREG THOMPSON
Developmental, Rehabilitative & General Optometry
470 Chrysler Dr., Unit 3, Brampton
905-793-2020 familyoptometry.ca

Z

Call 905-624-4422 for this space

Why postpone your dreams?

Dennis L. Kappen, P.Eng.
REALTOR®

647-885-4930

www.kappen.ca
denniskappenrealty@gmail.com
*ok

I?H(E HOMELIFE/MIRACLE

REALTY LTD. BROKERAGE
ned & Operated | Office 416-747-9777

will be made to the church from every sale

We Serve All Faiths
with Compassion,
Care & Convenience

Q 905-458-2222
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VANTAGE LAW

Notary Public
Real Estate Law

LAW OFFICE OF
FARZANA TABASSUM

FARZANA TABASSUM Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Serving the Legal needs of our Community in the GTA

10 Gillingham Dr., Suite #109B 905-453-1999
www.farzanalaw.ca farzana@farzanalaw.ca

M. Alessandra
B. Ocampo
B.A.,J.D.(Hons)
905-851-9777
info@vantage-law.ca
www.vantage-law.ca
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Assumption Catholic Cemetery
& Funeral Home 905-670-8801

Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery
& Funeral Home 905-851-5822

GRANDVIEW

Custom Cabinetry

CABINETRY FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND MORE
416-526-2637 grandviewcustomcabinetry.com
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